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GOP Looks to 62: Amid much squabbling about who 
is the leader of the Republican party, with a view 
to the prospective candidate in 1964, Senator Barry 
Goldwater last week called on members of his party 
to stop worrying about ’64 and, instead, to concen- 
trate on victory in congressional elections in 1962. 
“The problem that faces the Republican party right 
now,” he remarked in a statement to the Young 
Republicans in Tucson, “is not what will happen in 
1964, but what will happen in 1962.” 


He went on to point out that 1960 is the first year 
since 1952 that the Republicans have gained seats 
in Congress, and he thinks they can continue this 
trend in 1962. This year they picked up 22 seats 
in the House and two in the Senate. The Arizona 
Senator said the grass-roots support of the GOP, 
which brought about these gains, disproves the 
argument of liberal pundits who have argued that 
the Republican party is a minority party. 


Therefore, said Goldwater, “this is not the time 
to quibble over who holds the title of head of the 
party—as a matter of fact, the Republicans have 

~ always had too many chiefs and not enough 
Indians—but it is the time to capitalize on the 
tremendous demonstration of GOP voting strength 
and build our internal organization.” 


Capitol Hill, falling in with these thoughts, brushes 
off Senator Keating’s suggestion of an extra-con- 
gressional national “advisory committee” of top- 
level Republicans to harmonize party differences 
and to steer national party policy. Keating sug- 
gested the following to serve on the group: Rocke- 


i feller, Goldwater, Eisenhower and Hoover. The 


experience of the Democrats with such an advisory 
body in the past two years has not been auspicious ; 
it ran head on into the opposition of Democratic 
Congressional leaders. The Keating notion there- 
fore falls upon skeptical ears on the Hill. 


Rather, the thinking among Republicans in Con- 
gress runs to letting party policy arise naturally 
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In Six Sections 


from the members of Congress through their legis- 
lative leader and party committees. Last week, 
Representative Charles A. Halleck, House minority 
leader, after conferring with his lieutenants, said 
the shaping of GOP policy must start in Congress. 
“After all,” he remarked, “we’re going to have to do 
the voting.” Instead of trying to raise large sums 
for the GOP National Committee, it is suggested, 
why not “beef up” the Republican Senatorial and 
Congressional Campaign Committees to enable them 
to win the House and sharply cut down the Demo- 
cratic lead in the Senate in the elections of 1962? 


It is recalled that, between the 1948 and 1952 
Presidential elections, such grass-roots shaping of 
policy led to great gains in the 1950 off-year elec- 
tions and to final victory in 1952. It was out of the 
Republican Senatorial Campaign Committee, under 
Senator Brewster of Maine, that there arose the 
stirring statement of aims (reportedly written by 
famous writer Clarence Budington Kelland) 
that shaped Ike’s campaign utterances (Ike, himself, 
acknowledged its value) in his victorious campaign 
of 1952. Some suggest that Brewster (now in re- 
tirement) and Kelland be drafted today to draw up 
a statement of principles for the party. 


Alarums and Excursions: Maybe much of the public 
liked Ike’s panoplied, red-carpet reception of Ken- 
nedy at the White House last week; perhaps they 
thought it a nice gesture on the part of the out- 
going President, characteristic of his warm nature. 
The reaction of conservative Republicans on-Capitol 
Hill, however, was one of real concern. 


The real Republican pros did not like Ike’s 
gesture because some newspapers seized on it as a 
sign that the GOP had abandoned the drive for the 
recounts of apparently fraudulent elections. Republi- 
can members from the Middle West tell HUMAN 
EVENTS that they are going to fight the fraud in 
Cook County through to the bitter end, no matter 
how long it takes. “The war isn’t over yet,” seems 
to be the prevailing mood among congressional Re- 
publicans. 


As for the President’s acceptance of the Kennedy 
offer to send Ike abroad on missions—Republican 
members of Congress say they want to know in 
more detail from the White House just exactly what 
this means. They fear that the then ex-President 
might become involved in some Democratic policy 
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move which would arouse the animated opposition 
of the Republican side of the aisle. GOP members 
of Congress will press for clearer illumination of 
this matter from the President. For the present, 
they take comfort in the general assurance from the 
White House that no Republicans of any importance 
will accept a high post with the Democratic regime. 
“We don’t want any repetition of the Henry Stim- 
son and Frank Knox business,” they say—recalling 
how those two prominent Republicans accepted 
Cabinet posts under Franklin D. Roosevelt. 


Budget Buster Bell? Kennedy’s appointment of the 
little-known David E. Bell as Budget Bureau chief 
sent shivers down conservative spines last week as 
Bell’s political views began to emerge from press 
reports. 


Secretary to Harvard’s School of Public Admini- 
stration and a teacher in its Economics Department 
—where Federal spending is considered a positive 
Virtue—Béll looks very favorably upon Kennedy’s 
“New Frontier.” 


Bell is convinced that the budget is a device for 
achieving “social ends, not simply sound dollars,” 
as one press report put it. In contrast to present 
Budget Director Maurice Stans, Bell is expected to 
endorse almost every Federal agency’s budget re- 
quest and push for all legislation needed to enact 
Kennedy’s program which, according to various 
estimates, will cost at least $17 billion more than the 
US is now spending. 


Veteran Washington Post correspondent Jerry 
Kluttz says that Bell plans to pursue the same 
policies as those pursued by Roosevelt’s wartime 
budget director, the late Harold Smith. Smith, who 
used his position to train such spenders as 
HEW’s Arthur S. Flemming, employed every means 
at his command to milk money from Congress for 
the multifarious bureaus that cropped up during 
the war. 


According to Kluttz, Smith “wouldn’t hesitate 
to suggest an increase in the budget.” In fact, 
Smith would actually prod Cabinet members into 
asking for more money than they felt was 
necessary. 


Kluttz says Smith would ask Cabinet members if 
they really thought they could do the job with the 
amount of money they themselves had requested and 
then he would suggest: “Perhaps you’ll need a sub- 
stantial increase to do the job.” Smith’s costly 
budgets, of course, had to be financed through price 
and wage controls, rationing and deficit financing. 


While this may be understandable during a war, 
Capitol Hill observers now fear that Kennedy 
may have to resort to some wartime measures—with 
strong Budget Bureau backing—to finance his legis- 
lative program. This line of reasoning does not 
seem far afield, either, when it is recalled that John 
Kenneth Galbraith, another Harvard adviser to the 
President-elect, has already urged the use of price 
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and wage controls in his newest book. The Libera] 
Hour. 


Ribicoff: Governor Abraham Ribicoff’s appointment 
as Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare was 
hailed) even in some conservative quarters last 
week. But.conservatives, who like the Governor for 
his ideas on a balanced budget, may have been some. 
what hasty in cheering his selection by Kennedy, 


Facts gathered from the Connecticut budget office 
by HUMAN EVENTS staffers establish the Governor 
to be a hearty endorser of welfare schemes and 
spending in general. In the last two years of Ribi- 
coff’s governorship—fiscal 1959-’61—his administra- 
tion will have spent 40 per cent more than that 
spent by former Republican Governor John Lodge 
in the last two fiscal years of his reign, 1953-’55, 


Moreover, Ribicoff’s spending on health, education 
and welfare measures in fiscal 1959-’61 will reach 
a total of $339 million, $141 million more than that 
spent by Lodge on these very same measures during 
his last two years as Governor. This $339 million, 
according to Ribicoff’s budget office, amounts to 
more money than Lodge’s entire 1953-’55 budget. 


Lady Senator-Liberal? GOP pros in the State of 
Maine expressed amazement at Washington date- 
line statements to the effect that Republican Sen- 
ator Margaret Chase Smith’s victory on November 
8 was a liberal one. These statements are put out 
by the usual liberal pundits who today are seeking 
to fabricate a liberal facade for the Grand Old 
Party out of the election figures. 


The pros in Maine see the November outcome 
quite otherwise. On only one issue—that of Federal 
contributions to the country’s school teachers—did 
the lady-Senator toe the liberal line. On all others, 
her utterances on the hustings could well qualify for 
close adherence to the traditional brand of Maine 
conservatism. She called for a balanced budget, for 
an end to wild spending. She supported President 
Eisenhower’s contention that his defense program 
had been adequate for the nation’s security, and 
that no “new frontier” in arms spending was called 
for. 


The white-haired Senator Smith snapped sassily 
back at the AFL-CIO and her union-supported 
opponent, who called her “an enemy of organized 
labor’; and she pointed with pride to her voting 
for the Landrum-Griffin bill—a measure which the 
Labor Bosses seek to cut to pieces in the coming 
session. Finally, she violated one of the main tenets 
of today’s liberalism by calling for rising protecting 
tariffs—a stand which would curl the hair of those 
in the Capital who consider Senator Smith a liberal, 
if the pundits would let them know it. 


With such a campaign policy, the senior Senator 
swept to victory and from the top of the ticket 
carried her GOP colleagues with her in a clean sweep 
in the election. Nothing liberal about that—in the 
eyes of Maine politicos who call the recent election 
outcome a “victory for conservatism.” 
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Vote Frauds: While high marks are given to Illinois 









Republican leaders for their’ aggressive drive to 
expose vote frauds, little can be said for Attorney 
General Rogers, whose Department of Justice has 
not exactly starred in this matter. 


Informed Chicago sources say that leading Illinois 
Republicans, well in advance of the election, foresaw 
that the Democrats controlling the polling machinery 
would try to “steal the election.” These Republi- 
cans had, for some time, been delving into the antics 
of the Cook County ballot-stuffers, and wanted to 
forestall them. They drew up a plan for swearing 
in about 350 deputy US marshals to patrol the 
election places—arguing that such Federal govern- 
ment officials on the spot would by their very 
presence intimidate the hooligans from perpetrating 
their illegal acts. This plan was communicated to 
Attorney General Rogers, but that official of the 
Republican Administration declined to act. 


Disgust over Rogers’ inaction has grown since 
the election, as he has let it fall upon local Republi- 
cans to unbare the story of how Democratic Cook 
County machines tampered with the ballots and the 
voting apparatus. In this effort, GOP militants in 
the Windy City have become increasingly indignant 
that the Federal officials have failed to show much 
desire to protect the inviolability of the ballots. 
At one point in the developing Chicago “vote 
stealing” probe, the local Federal Attorney, Robert 
Tieken, was quoted as saying that he has “been 
refused permission to conduct a Federal grand jury 
inquiry at this time.” Rogers was said to have given 
no reason for the refusal. 


Interior Appointment: A new emphasis on public 
power projects can be expected with Kennedy’s 
selection of Representative Stewart Udall (D.-Ariz.) 
to head the Interior Department. A Representative 
for six years, Udall has endorsed almost every major 
public power project proposed. An example of his 

blic power thinking is reflected in two votes he 
cast in 1959. 


He voted for H.R. 3460, which permitted a vast 
expansion of TVA with increased Federal subsidies, 
and he voted against an amendment to the bill which 
would have provided stronger budgetary and con- 
gressional controls over TVA financing and faster 
repayment of TVA’s debt to the Federal government. 
The left-wing Americans for Democratic Action 
recorded Udall as voting “right’”’ 100 per cent of the 
time on nine key issues in 1960, each one a spending 
Measure. The AFL-CIO score sheet records Udall 
over a six-year period as having voted against the 
recommendations of its organization just one time. 


Right-to-Work: Opponents of voluntary unionism 
suffered staggering defeats across the country in 
the November elections. The results came as a sur- 
prise to Labor Bosses who had predicted defeat for 
those supporting Right-to-Work. In a news release 


1 election eve, the National Council for Industrial 


Peace, organized in the office of the chief lobbyist 
of the AFL-CIO in 1958, cited Right-to-Work as a 
hajor issue in seven states. It predicted “voter 
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resentment” over Right-to-Work would elect Demo- 
cratic governors, members of Congress and state 
legislatures in normally Republican states. 


A significant example is found in Marion County, 
Indiana, which includes the state’s largest city, 
Indianapolis. Union professionals made Right-to- 
Work a major issue in the campaign, vigorously 
supporting 12 state representatives who had sup- 
ported compulsory unionism, at the same time op- 
posing five representatives who had backed Right- 
to-Work. 


All 12 union-supported legislators were de- 
feated. Five Right-to-Work backers were re- 
turned to office. 


In this state, where Right-to-Work was drawn 
clearly along party lines, the 79-21 Democratic 
majority in the legislature was replaced by a 66-34 
Republican majority. Indiana Republicans also 
gained five Congressmen and swept virtually every 
state office except the governorship, losing that by 
only one percentage point. Other significant states 
where Right-to-Work was a key issue: 


Utah: After Right-to-Work became a major issue, 
the Democratic gubernatorial candidate was soundly 
beaten by Governor George Clyde, a supporter of 
voluntary unionism. Right-to-Work supporters 
claim state legislature gains as well. 


Kansas: Right-to-Work gained more than 15 
legislative seats. In addition, Republicans swept 
state and national offices, unseating two Democratic 
Congressmen and a Democratic Governor. 


New Mexico: A traditionally Democratic state 
turned out an incumbent Democratic Governor who 
endorsed compulsory unionism and elected Republi- 
can Ed Mechem, a former state legislator who 
sponsored a Right-to-Work bill in that body. 


Delaware: Only here were no major gains 
recorded for Right-to-Work. The Governor elected 
is pledged to oppose Right-to-Work, but the legis- 
lature is free from domination by union lobbyists, 
according to reports from the state. 


_ Vermont: Democratic gubernatorial candidate 
Russell Wiguette, a foe of Right-to-Work, was 
defeated and new gains for voluntary unionism 
were reported in the state legislature. 


Oklahoma: This traditionally Democratic state 


sent two Republicans to Congress and gave Vice 


President Nixon a sizeable majority. Several Right- 
to-Work backers were added to the state legislature. 


Virginia: In the wake of Senator Byrd’s spot- 
lighting of the Democratic plank to repeal Section 
14b of Taft-Hartley (which enables states to pass 
Right-to-Work laws), national columnists attached 
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considerable significance to the Presidential cam- 
paign. New York Times columnist Arthur Krock 
said that the outcome, in view of the emphasis on 
Right-to-Work, “might have positive effects on 
future labor legislation in the Federal area.” Nixon, 
who supported the right of states to enact Right-to- 
Work laws, won Virginia by a decisive margin. 


Capitol Camera: Republicans who supported Vice 
Presidential candidate Henry Cabot Lodge’s cam- 
paign note with displeasure that he hasn’t given at 
least moral support to those in the GOP who attempt 
to uncover Democratic election frauds and upset 
Kennedy’s victory. Lodge said following the election 
that he was satisfied and proceeded on a quiet 
Caribbean vacation without further word. But it is 
recalled that it was none other than Lodge who 
engineered the pseudo-pious “stop thief” campaign 
against the seating of Taft delegates at the 1952 
convention. 


® Somé GOP election analysts now suggest that 
the Republicans pitch their woo in Presidential 
elections toward the Southern states rather than 
the big city minority blocs in the North. Despite 
GOP attempts to win minorities through an aggres- 
sive civil rights program, the minorities went for 
Kennedy. 


COPE, AFL-CIO’s Committee on Political 
Education, delivered 65 per cent of the big-city vote 
for Kennedy in most Northern states, and in those 
states he ran ahead or approximately even with other 
Democratic candidates. If the GOP had steered 
itself toward starboard, instead of having struck a 
deal with Rockefeller in order to accommodate New 
York liberals, it is felt the party could have picked 
up enough additional Southern states to win. 


e Former Secretary of State Dean Acheson, who 
now has Kennedy’s ear, is still calling for appease- 
ment of the Red Chinese in the Far East. In 
Kansas City on December 1, according to the AP, 
Acheson said we should reduce Chiang Kai-shek’s 
nationalist army and no longer consider Chiang’s 
government as representative of the mainland. He 
also hinted that we should abandon the off-shore 
islands, and said he expected Red China to be ad- 
mitted to the United Nations in a few years. 


e The conservative values stressed in the preface 
of Ike’s National Goals Commission report are 
viewed as so much eyewash by students of the 
Commission’s recommendations. The Commission 
actually calls for a vast increase in government 
spending. While the newspapers have built up the 
Chairman of the Commission, Dr. Henry M. Wris- 
ton, as something of a conservative, Wriston’s own 
statements contradict the image. He is a devout 
opponent of loyalty oaths, has denounced activities 
of the House Committee on Un-American Activities 
as “nazism,” condemned McCarthy’s Communist in- 
vestigations and favorably characterizes the report 
of his own Goal’s Commission as “louded with 
radical bombshells.” 


The Shame of Our Cities: The conviction last week 
of Manhattan Borough President Hulan Jack (the 
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Nation’s highest elected Negro official) on charges 
of accepting money from a man seeking city favors 
has drawn attention to the many scandals that have 
plagued New York City in recent years—and algo 
to the precarious position of Democratic Mayor 
Robert F. Wagner, Jr. 


The Wagner administration has been the target 
of 21 major investigations since the son of the late 
Senator (who sponsored the Wagner labor act) 
took over City Hall seven years ago. This unprece. 
dented number of city scandals has cost taxpayers 
untold millions in wasted and stolen revenues, 
Currently the departments of Education, Fire, Wel- 
fare, Markets, Police, Real Estate, Tax, Purchase, 
Water Supply and Gas and Electric are under ip. 
vestigation by district attorneys, the State Investiga. 
tion Commission and the City Department of In. 
vestigation. 


To keep pace with the growing scandals, City 
Investigations Commissioner Louis I. Kaplan has 
received an additional $150,000 to strengthen his 
staff. Wagner himself is not thought to be mixed 
up in the scandals, but his critics receive little 
argument when they charge the Mayor with being a 
political sissy who has added to the problem by not 
cracking down harder on corruption when it appears, 


The New York City scandals, along with the 
renewed feud between the local liberal and regular 
Democrats which has torn the party apart, lend 
much hope to those who believe a fusion candidate 
could wrest control of City Hall from Wagner and 
the Democratic machine next November. 


It is recalled that, following the 1932 Seabury 
investigation into New York City corruption, then 
Mayor Jimmy Walker resigned and went to Europe. 
In the next regular election, a fusion candidate, 
Fiorello LaGuardia, became mayor and the Demo- 
crats were without the enormous advantage of con- 
trolling City Hall, until William O’Dwyer took office 
in 1946. 


Fusion ticket champions consider New York City 
Comptroller Lawrence Gerosa the best man to oppose 
Wagner next year. Gerosa has incurred the wrath 
of liberals because of his opposition to wasteful 
spending. Notable was the $500,000 1958 school 
bond issue, which was riddled with wasteful pro- 
visions, such as costly abstract mosaics to cover 
school walls. Gerosa’s articulate opposition was 
given credit for defeating the boondoggle. It is 
thought that the highly respected Gerosa would 
stand the best chance of rallying the city’s re 
sponsible elements to beat the Democratic ticket 
and end the Wagner mess. 


mee 
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Land Speculation Endangers the Economy 


By FRANK CHODOROV 


HERE IS A SCHOOL of economists who hold that 

depressions (or “hard times,” as they used 

to be called) result from speculation in land values. 
This, in brief, is the way their theory runs: 


All economic goods, including services, come 
from the application of labor and capital to raw 
materials; there is no other way to produce the 
things men live by. Labor is abundant, capital can 
be accumulated, but land is a fixed quantity; there 
is no way for man to create mines, to manufacture 
farm lands, to fabricate a new world. Land is what 
it always was, and always will be. 


All production starts with land, and as production 
increases the demand ‘for land increases. This 
causes the value of the more desirable sites to rise. 
Anticipating a further increase in production, and 
therefore a greater need for land, owners are 
prone to keep their holdings out of use in expecta- 
tion of receiving higher prices. This is speculation. 
Land becomes something to gamble with, not to use. 
Builders have to pay more and more for the privi- 
lege of erecting houses on city sites; farmers need 
more and more capital to acquire agricultural lands, 
and the rising price of mineral lands shows up in the 
prices of commodities the consumer uses. 


Eventually, the cost of land becomes prohibitive; 
there is little left for labor and capital to compen- 
sate them for their effort in production. At that 
point, labor and capital lay down on the job and 
production declines. A depression is nothing but 
a stoppage of production. When production comes 
toa halt, the demand for land decreases and so does 
the price. The speculative value of land is squeezed 
out (that is, the last speculator loses his paper 
profits). When the price of land comes down to 
its normal level, production starts in again. That 
is, the theory holds, the only way out of tne de- 
pression. ; 


There is support for this theory in the known fact 
that depressions are felt in the extractive industries 
long before they hit the commercial and manu- 
facturing centers. Let us take, as an instance, the 
depression of the 1930’s. During World War I], the 
prices of farm products, due to the great demand, 
rose to phenomenal heights—so much so that the 
government saw fit to put a top price on certain 
commodities. To cash in on this demand, farmers 
acquired additional land at ridiculously high prices, 
which, of course, meant burdening themselves with 
big mortgages. | 


When the war was over, the demand for agri- 
cultural products declined and so did the prices. As 
a result, the farmers’ income dropped to a point 
where they could not meet the payments due on 
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their mortgages and foreclosures resulted. This 
began about 1923, years before the depression came 
to the cities. Mines began shutting down at about 
the same time. We never got out of the depression, 
these theorists hold, because the infusion of money 
into the economy by the Roosevelt Administration 
tended to hold up the speculative values of land and 
thus retarded the resumption of production. 


HIS THEORY comes to mind now because of a 
warning raised in the August issue of House 
and Home, a Henry R. Luce publication devoted to 
the building trade. The entire issue is devoted to 
a discussion of the land question. In one of its 
articles it says: 


“Many of America’s biggest panics and depres- 
sions were touched off by over-speculation in land 
and a bust in land values that carried hundreds of 
banks and other lending institutions down with it. 


“The panic of 1836 came with the collapse of 
the land boom along the new canals. The panic 
of 1857 came with the collapse of the land boom 
along the new railroads; so did the panic of 1873. 
And the 80% drop in land prices that started in 
the late Twenties played a bigger part in the bank 
failures of 1932 and 1933 than did the 89% fall in 
the prices of stocks from the 1929 peak. 


“A land bust in the Sixties could be even more 
serious if nothing is done to check the inflation, 
because this land boom is blowing up to such 
monstrous size. Paper prices for land now total 
half a trillion dollars—nearly twice the size of the 
national debt, more than six times the federal tax 
revenues, nearly twice today’s price of all listed 
stocks, more than twice the resourceg of all our 
commercial banks. 


“If this bubble can be deflated quickly and now, 
little harm will be done. The speculators will lose 
their unearned paper profit, but that is about all.” 


Then this publication goes on to warn: “If we 
postpone correction until much more of the land 
has been sold and covered with buildings mort- 
gaged at prices that cannot be sustained, the credit 
structure of the country will be deeply involved, as 
it was before 1932.” 


Since House and Home caters to the building 
trades it touches but lightly on speculation in farm 
lands, but gives some instances of how land sites in 
the cities have risen in price: , 


“In San Francisco, Big Builder Henry Doelger 
paid $580,000 for a tract that was offered for 
$15,000 in 1948; Peterson & Moretti are paying up 
to $10,000 a quarter acre lot for developed land on 
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the old Mills estate that sold for $2,000 an acre 
in 1952, 


“On Long Island, NAHB [National Association 
of Home Builders] Vice President Leonard Frank 
says builders are paying $16,000 and more for raw 
acreage they could have bought for $3,000 in 1950. 


“In Miami, Builder Gene Fisher is paying $7,500 
an acre for land he could have bought for $500 ten 
years ago. 


“In South Jersey, NAHB Past President Carl 
Mitnick says the farmer who bought 60 acres and 
a house for $20,000 in 1948 has just turned down 
$360,000 for the land without the house. Mitnick 
himself had just sold another builder for $40,000 
ten acres in Colwyck that cost him $3,000 fully 
developed in 1949. 


“In the sagebrush east of El Paso, lots are selling 
for $795 that Arthur Rubloff bought in 1956 for 
$9 an acre. 


“In the Twin Cities, MBA [Mortgage Bankers 
Association] Past President Weber Nelson closed 
out a land syndicate at 200% profit on the prices it 
paid in 1954. 


“In Hawaii, apartment sites 50’ x 100’ near 
Waikiki Beach sell for $200,000, and land 15 miles 
from Honolulu that sold for $1,200 an acre before 
statehood is now selling for $20,000. 


“Forty miles from downtown Los Angeles the 
Federal government got $19,000 an acre at auction 
for the Santa Ana Air Force Base it bought in 
1942 for $350 to $5000 an acre.” 


And so it goes. Land prices have jumped all over 
the country. But, do these high prices represent a 
shortage of sites? Not at all. Land speculation 
hits the centers of population, or their perimeters, 
first; it is the more desirable city sites that are the 
primary objects of speculation. That pushes the 
prospective builder to the outside, where the price 
of land jg still within the reach of consumers. The 
result is the uneconomic development of land far 
away from the centers of population, leaving belts of 
unused land in between. Aerial photographs of all 
our cities show “suburban sprawl’—the haphazard 
development of areas at some distance from the 
places of employment, causing the home owners un- 
necessary travel time and expense. 


“Suburban sprawl,” says House and Home, “is 
why Los Angeles home owners must drive 25 miles 
to Azuza while land much closer to downtown is 
being held off the market by land speculators who 
think they can sell it for ten times the 1950 price 
in 1970 instead of taking five times the 1950 price 
today.” 


What land speculation does is to create the illusion 
of scarcity. ‘“Today’s fancy prices can be kept 
high only as long as the illusion of scarcity can be 
preserved, as long as each buyer thinks the land 
he pays too much for today would cost more—and 
sell for more—tomorrow.” That is, as long as the 


Page 630 


speculative psychology holds on. “But what will 
happen when the inevitable day comes when land 
prices can go no higher and speculators try to cash 
in on their paper profits? What will happen and 
who will get hurt when this land-price boom eo. 
lapses—as every other land-price boom has eo. 
lapsed ?” 


The publication then quotes from Professor Ernest 
M. Fisher’s classic study of premature subdivisions: 
“It takes nearly 30 years to produce a new genera- 
tion that has had to learn by pain and disappoint- 
ment that while many fortunes have been made in 
real estate, many paupers likewise have arrived by 
the same route.” 


N THE MEANTIME, before the crash, what is land 
* speculation doing for the economy? “In the 
suburbs,” says House and Home, “sky-high land 
prices are driving home builders further and further 
out to find land cheap enough to build on profitably, 
This further out land costs twice as much as land 
close in just a few years ago. It costs twice 4s 
much to connect with existing streets, sewers and 
utilities. It takes a much bigger slice of the home 
building dollar—19% today for far out lands ys 
12% for close-in land in 1950. The high cost of 
getting home to this further-out land is a big factor 
in housing expense .. . and this in turn is driving 
many who would like new houses to move into 
apartments or stay where they are.” 


“In the cities,” the story continues, “high land 
prices are the No. 1 reason private enterprise can- 
not build good new housing for middle-income 
families, high land prices are the No. 1 excuse for 
subsidized public housing, and high land prices are 
the No. 1 justification for asking taxpayers to 
subsidize slum clearance by buying out the slun- 
lords at up to three times the re-use value of their 
ey 


“Since 1950 building material prices have climbed 
24%, building trades wages have risen 60%, but 
land values for home building have soared anywhere 
from 100% to 3,760%.” 


Thus, land speculation tends to hold down the 
building of new houses, which, as everybody knows; 
is an indicator of the health of our economy. Every 
new house put up or started means orders for steel, 
lumber, cement, paint, a thousand and one items 
that go into the structure, which in turn means 
jobs for many workers in many industries. Land 
speculation is a barrier to the building of houses and 
therefore a block to progress. Every house not put 
up because of the cost of land is a loss to the 
economy. 


To add insult to injury, the taxpayer, under our 
Federal housing program, is asked to help meet the 
price demanded by the land speculator. Where the 
government foots the bill for the construction of 
some housing project, it is the taxpayer who 3 
required to dig down into his jeans for the price of 
the land. Where the government guarantees the 
mortgage, the tendency is for the bank to be more 
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generous in its appraisal of the value of the land 
on which it makes its loan; and since the govern- 
ment has nothing but its taxing power to support 
its guarantee of the mortgage, the effect is to 
make the taxpayer underwrite the speculative value 
of the land. There have been “scandals” exposed, 
showing how land speculators have boosted beyond 
all reason the value of the land on which govern- 
ment-gZuaranteed mortgages have been written and 
have pocketed the increase; but there is nothing 
that can be done about this practice under our land 
tenure system. 


W ELL, what can be done about land speculation? 
The answer, says House and Home, lies in the 
revision of our tax system. ‘“Today’s taxes often 
make it more profitable to misuse or under use land 
than to develop it and use it properly. They 
penalize land development, land improvement and 
home building by (1) multiplying the local taxes 
the owners must pay as soon as new buildings are 
built on his land or existing buildings are improved, 
and by (2) taxing away most of the profit from land 
development and home building at ordinary income 
tax rates. But they subsidize land speculation by 
(1) undertaxing the land as long as it is left idle 
or under used, and (2) taxing the profits of land 
speculation less than half as heavily as the profits of 
land development and home building are taxed.” 


Let us consider the subsidization of land specula- 
tion “‘as long as it is idle or under used.” The price 
of land is based on its probable yield if it were 
rented. To explain this statement, let us make an 
analogy with the price of an industrial bond. All 
things else being equal, the price of the bond is 
determined by the capitalization of its yield. Thus, 
if the going rate of interest is 5%, and the bond 
pays $5 per year, it will probably sell for $100. If 
it pays $8 per year, and the going rate of interest 
is 5%, its price on the market will be about $150. 


So it is with land. The value of a site is fixed by 
what it will yield in rent. Thus, if a piece of land 
m which a building rests rents for $1,000 a year 
(and assuming the going rate of interest is 5%), the 
land, without the building is worth $20,000. That 
is what the owner of a site, similarly situated, will 
ak for his land. The price of land is the capitali- 
tation of its rental value. : 


Now, a tax on land value is really a tax on the 
uapitalization of its rental value. A tax on land 
vlue absorbs some of the possible yield. The land 
ner cannot capitalize what he does not get, what 
the tax collector gets. So, the selling price of 
his land is decreased by the amount of the tax 
mit. If all of this rental value were taxed away, 
then the selling price of his land would disappear; it 
would be worth nothing. 


That is what House and Home means by the 
wbsidization of land speculation: the low taxes 
Mposed on land which is left idle or uneconomically 
wed. Uneconomically used land is land which sup- 
brts a slum or a building inconsistent with the 
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value of the land, sometimes called a “taxpayer”; 
you know the land is uneconomically used when you 
see along side of it a big office building or a hotel. 
If the taxes on unused or economically unused land 
were raised to the level paid by land which has an 
adequate building on it, the owner would be forced 
to improve his land accordingly. He would be 
forced to improve his land because that is the only 
way with which to pay his land tax. He would have 
to get it out of the space he rented. If, in addition, 
taxes on improvements were lowered, that would be 
further inducement to build on his land. There 
would be more money in renting building space than 
in land speculation—if land were heavily taxed and 
buildings were untaxed or taxed at a lower rate. 


Says Professor John Henry Denton, in charge 
of real estate studies at the University of Arizona: 
“The only cure for land speculation is to eliminate 
the extraordinarily favorable tax treatment accorded 
the land speculator. No justification for this can 
be found in economic theory. Unlike speculation 
in commodity futures or common stocks, land: specu- 
lation does not support a market or provide a 
stimulus for production. In fact, it has just the 
opposite effect. It destroys the marketability of 
large areas of land by pricing them out of the reach 
of immediate users. It deprives our communities 
of many facilities for good living (such as parks 
and playground) by driving the land beyond what 
the communities can pay. It limits competition by 
holding a large part of the land supply off the 
current market. It channels capital funds from 
productive investment into sterile adventures and 
may be responsible for the present day dearth of 
private risk capital.” 


He might have added that land speculation does 
the economy no good. 
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While the doctrines of Henry George and other 
tax reformers seem to have faded into the past 
and are largely forgotten in the calculations and 
teaching of economics, the new policies of urban 
renewal bring those ideas into sharp focus again. 
Henry George lived in a predominantly rural civili- 
zation, but his ideas have a permanent value and 
their reconsideration was never more necessary than 
today. 


Embodied in that philosophy was the concept that 
since land on Fifth Avenue is physically no better 
than land fifty miles away in the wooded Hudson 
Valley, its greater sales worth must be due to the 
fact that many people are living in the city. There- 
fore, there attaches to prices a “‘social” value created 
by the community. And that value should be taxed 
to help support the public needs of the city. 


Those who hold city real estate with little interest 
in its improvement are thus speculators who con- 
tribute little to the interests of the community. And 
if, as is necessary, there is to be urban renewal 
or redevelopment, the unearned increase in values 
should be squeezed.from speculative profits. Thus 
it would be less necessary to tax not only those who 
have built improvements but the generality of 
taxpayers. 


In a study just completed in New York City by 
a special committee on tax policies organized by the 
Citizens’ Housing and Planning Council, some very 
interesting facts are developed. 


The committee started with the self-evident fact 
that New York, just like all modern American cities, 
needs more and better housing for its people and 
that such housing should supplant slum properties. 
There should be action to create that housing. But 
the committee found that since the assessments and 
hence the tax burden on unimproved slum property 
are far lower than on improved property, the specu- 
lative values of such unimproved property have 
risen. It is a curious fact, then, that those who 
make improvements are punished. Government thus 
puts pressure on landowners not to do what the gov- 
ernment wants done. 


But to provide better housing and to improve the 
face of the city, state and Federal governments 


break through the situation by pouring our vast ‘ 


sums of money, largely Federal, to induce or to create 
improvements. So the government buys the land 


One Reason We Have Slums 


The Tax Structure Penalizes Upkeep of Property 


By Raymond Moley 


~ 





and sells it to the developer. The committee study 
found that the government paid $103,475,040 fo 
twelve projects, but then sold the property to the 
developer for $22,721,303. The government pays 7) 
per cent above the values at which the same govern. 
ment has assessed the property. This low assess. 
ment on unimproved land means that to support the 
city, more must be raised on improved property, 
There is neither common sense nor justice in this, 


For example, there are two pieces of real estate 
with a frontage of a block each on Fifth Avenue, 
They face each other and are of equal attractiveness, 
When, until recently, both had buildings dating 
back to the Nineteenth Century, the land under them 
was appraised at $5,000,000 each. But a private 
builder bought up one and built a tremendous, office 
building. Nothing happened to the other. Ih the 
present appraisal, the man who built the office 
building has had his land assessed at $15,000,000, 
while the other side still pays on $5,000,000. Thus 
the man who built the big office building is penalized 
for doing something to improve the city, while the 
do-nothing owners pay the same as before. 


A major remedy recommended by the committee 
is an overhauling of assessment policies. Also, to 
induce owners of undeveloped property to make in- 
provements, it is suggested that such improvements 
should be exempt from taxation for a_ specified 
number of years. 


A rational move of this kind would certainly 
lighten the immense burden on the Federal budget 
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as well as promote the rebuilding of our cities. 
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December 2, 1960 


tudy Ionorable Joseph S. Clark 

th United States Senator from Pennsylvania 
e . 

$7) Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Joe: 


, the} You have been quoted in newspapers as saying 
erty, fyou are leading a movement in the Senate to deny 
8. [attendance in Democratic caucuses to any Demo- 
atic Senator who did not endorse the national 
tate Democratic ticket and platform. 


ness, § You were further quoted as saying that a Demo- 
ting Jeratic Senator holding a Senate committee chair- 
hem Jmanship should be purged from his chairmanship if 
vate fhe did not approve proposals in the national Demo- 
office Tratic platform which may come before his com- 
mittee in the form of legislation. 


,000, { It happens that I am the only Democratic Senator 
Thus fvrho holds the chairmanship of a major Senate 
lized Jommittee—the Committee on Finance—who re- 
» the fnained silent and did not endorse either of the 
ntional political party presidential candidates or 
platforms. Therefore, it is evident that your state- 
nent was directed at me. 


2 im- | Senator Paul Douglas, a member of the Senate 
ents #finance Committee, likewise has been quoted as 
cified Juying that I should not be chairman if I disagreed 
wth national Democratic platform planks which 
might come before the Finance Committee in the 
ainly firm of legislation. 





As the Senate will be organized when the new 
Congress is convened in January, I think I should 
frank and advise you now of my attitude toward 
the Democratic platform. I do this so you can 
jepare your case against me with full knowledge 


planks in the platform of which I approve, but 
taken in its entirety I regard the Chester Bowles 
so-called Democratic platform as being radical, or 
—-——- # as leading to socialism, and as being fiscally 
irresponsible. [Emphasis ours] 


| 
é | 
oa : i what my position will be. And, at the outset, 
| ft should be clearly understood that I have always 
| frfused to be bound by a caucus as to my votes in 
“a he Senate. 
fe | Thave served on the Finance Committee twenty- 
— | #'ght years and, by reason of seniority, I became 
nd | airman six years ago. 
2.50 My position is simple: I will support those 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Am I to be purged as chairman of the Finance 
lommittee because I refuse to support measures 
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Senator Harry Byrd Writes Senator Clark 


which I believe to be dangerous to the Republic I 
pledged myself to serve faithfully and to the best 
of my ability? 


My allegiance is to Virginia where the people 
have elected me six times to the United States 
Senate. I have what is to me the supreme honor 
of having served in the Senate longer than any other 
Virginian in history. I recognize no control over 
my votes in the Senate from any outside influence 
including the national Democratic convention and a 
caucus of my Democratic colleagues in the Senate. 


I think it would be very wholesome if you would 
bring your proposal to the Floor of the Senate 
because many fundamental principles are involved. 
Southerners frequently have been threatened with 
loss of committee assignments or other prerogatives 
unless they support measures obnoxious to them and 
their constituents. Personally, I resent this. 


The Democratic Party was founded by Thomas 
Jefferson on the principles of a system of represent- 
ative government, sound and frugal, with authority 
divided between federal and State governments to 
prevent coercive, if not despotic, centralization of 
power. Democrats in Virginia adhere to these 
fundamental principles and yield to none in their 
dedication. [Italics added] 


As a Member of the Senate, I am under oath to 
support the Constitution of the United States. This 
I have done. Every President of my time has had 
my full support when there was need for strong 
national defense and when there was need for_unity 
in international crises. 


Beyond this, my unqualified allegiance to the 
people of Virginia has been preserved, and it will be. 
I know their principles. I have confidence in their 
judgment as to what is good for the country. I 
have followed their will as I understood it in the 
past, and I shall conform to it in the future. 


To make my position very clear, specifically some 
of my objections to declarations in the platform are 
as follows: 


1. I am opposed to any political manipulation of 
the Federal Reserve System in order to influence 
interest rates, or for any other purpose. 


2. I am opposed to repeal of right-to-work laws 
which, by federal legislation, are permissive in any 
State desiring such laws. The effect of the platform 
pledge would be to nullify right-to-work laws in 
twenty States where they have been enacted, and 
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constitutional provisions which have been adopted 
by eight States. 


3. I am opposed to the recommendation in the 
Democratic platform for forced integration in every 
school district by 1963. Such shotgun action would 
destroy public education systems in many com- 
munities. 


4. I am opposed to establishment of a Fair 
Employment Practices Commission (FEPC) which 
would give bureaucrats in Washington power over 
who is to be employed or who can be dismissed in 
private business. This is a field which should not 
be invaded by the Federal Government. 


5. I am opposed to the platform recommendation 
for compulsory medical service and hospitalization 
under the social security system. I am convinced 
this would lead to socialized medicine, with the 
possibility that it would bankrupt the social security 
trust fund. This matter came before the Finance 
Committee and was fought out in the post-con- 
vention session of Congress last August. The Senate 
voted 54 to 41 in opposition to the Democratic plat- 
form proposal, and instead adopted a fair plan for 
medical care service and hospitalization for those in 
need of it. 


In the area of platform recommendations in- 
volving federal expenditures which might easily 
become excessive, there are such proposals as those 
for much larger housing and slum clearance pro- 
grams, expansion of foreign economic aid, farm price 
supports at 90 per cent of parity, federal guarantee 
of government-promoted economic growth at the 
rate of 5 per cent a year, federal aid for school con- 
struction, expansion of federal public works, more 
scholarship and fellowship programs, ete. 


I have tried to estimate the cost of these plat- 
form recommendations; this is impossible, but 
they are certain to increase annual budget 
expenditures by billions of dollars. These would 
be added to the public debt or financed by in- 
creased taxation, with the result that our fiscal 
situation would be further weakened. [Emphasis 
ours} 


The continuing loss of gold clearly indicates de- 
clining confidence in the American dollar. In my 
judgment world confidence in the dollar is impera- 
tive, not only to us in the United States, but all over 
the world where the dollar has been regarded as a 
sound base for international transactions. 


It is not necessary for me to elaborate on the 
weakness of the dollar, which is the result of 
excessive federal expenditures both at home and 
abroad. We have been attempting to be the world’s 





policeman, world’s banker, and at the same time the 
world’s Santa Claus. We are now beginning to gp 
the dangerous effects of these global dispensations, 


The Senate Finance Committee has jurisdictioy 
over legislation with respect to: 


1. Federal taxation, debt and interest; 
2. Social security, tariffs and customs; and 


3. Veterans’ compensation, pensions and _ingy. 
ance. These are matters of vital interest to all oy 
people, individually and collectively. 


I have mentioned some, but not all, of the serio 
matters confronting us. You are apparently pro. 
posing that questions of great public importane 
should be considered in the United States Senate 
a partisan political basis alone. I propose to agi 
on these matters and others on the basis of my most 
considered judgment and conviction after study of 
all the facts available and all the circumstances 
existing and foreseen. [Italics added] 


In my votes in the Senate I will follow the basic 
principle of our representative democracy that 4 
public official owes his allegiance primarily to thog 
who elect him. I will submit to no coercion suchas 
you propose in performing my duties as a Senator 
from Virginia. 


The President-elect is confronted by many great 
problems at home and abroad. It is my strong 
desire to give him my full support in all measures 
he proposes which I believe to be in the best 
interests of our Nation and our people. 


Sincerely, 


tinny, q. 2, ro 
Harry F. Byrd 


United States Senator from Virginia 
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Ons, 


tion They Defeated ‘COPE’ Congressmen 


Two More New Conservative Congressmen Will Tell How They Did It 


nsur- 
lL our 

In the 1960 elections, a disciplined army of one 
rious Million liberal-labor precinct workers—COPE- 


trained and union paid—sought to repeat their 


Ri success of the 1958 elections. Despite that massive 
4 effort, the net result of Walter Reuther’s 1960 
ms ampaign was a minus. 

O a 


‘moti Reversing the 1958 results, the voters of 1960 
dy off ut deeply into Reuther’s privately owned flock of 
ances, i (OPE-kept Congressmen, and sent to Washington 
in their place a round score of young conservatives. 
_[ These new Congressmen won their elections in the 
base face of all-out efforts by the AFL-CIO. Their op- 
hat al ponents were, for the most part, incumbents. The 
thoe#freshmen campaigned on clearly conservative 
ich s§principles. They proved that CONSERVATIVES 
anatoraCAN WIN! 


How did these young conservatives defy the 
great so-called “wave of the future,” and upset their 
strong§ §=well-entrenched incumbent opponents? How did 
asurs§ they offset the power of Reuther dollars and the 
» best well-organized labor-political machine? How did 
they get their voters to the polls? What is the 
secret of their success, and can it be repeated in 
YOUR district? 


Why not get the answers to these questions—and 
tthers—from those who know best: the new Con- 
gressmen themselves? 


irginis 





l sory of their campaign success at the HUMAN 
EVENTS Political Action Conference, to be held next 
bp. ¢. |anuary 6 and 7 in the Nation’s Capital. 
/RITES 
: Last week Peter Garland of Maine and Don Bruce 
if Indiana accepted invitations to appear before the 
jonference. This week, acceptances were received 
li‘tom two others. 
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JOHN ROUSSELOT of Cali- 
' fornia won in Richard 
f ) Nixon’s old district against 

left-wing incumbent George 
A. Kasem (ACA-Index 
Rating: Zero), Rousselot’s 
political ideas are described 
by Life as being ‘well to 
the right of” Nixon’s. 
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Already, four of them have agreed to share the : 
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At The HUMAN EVENTS Political Action Conference 


= JOHN ASHBROOK of Ohio 
= will also offer the benefit 
©» of his experience as a suc- 
= cessful conservative candi- 
' date. Ashbrook, a former 
» Chairman of the National 
| Federation of Young Re- 
publicans, decisively won 
over incumbent Democrat 
Robert Levering (ACA- 
Index Rating: 16) while 
criticizing his opponent for 
subservience to Reuther. 


DON’T YOU WISH YOU HAD A CONGRESSMAN 
LIKE THIS? 


Conservatives can win. If your congressional 
district is not represented by a conservative now, 
why not elect one in 1962? It doesn’t take millions 
of dollars or millions of people—IT TAKES KNOW- 
HOW! The kind of know-how that you can get at 
the HUMAN EVENTS Political Action Conference. 


In addition to education, there will be inspiration. 
Can you imagine four more inspiring figures than 
Barry Goldwater, Strom Thurmond, Bruce Alger, 
and Walter Judd, Republican keynoter? Each of 
them will address you, and you can’t afford to miss 
Fulton Lewis, Jr., who will, as usual, boil down the 
trimmings and get at the lean, red meat of the 
new Congress. And of course, there will be many, 
many others who could prove to be the “hits” of the 
conference, since all of the speakers represent the 
cream of the conservative “crop.” 


HOW CAN YOU AFFORD NOT TO COME? 


HUMAN EVENTS will hold the Political Action 
Conference at the Willard Hotel in Washington, 
D. C. next January 6 and 7. 


Leading Senators, Representatives, and noted 
Washington correspondents will be Conference 
speakers. They will appraise the consequences of 
the election. In the seminar discussions, they will 
tell you what you can do back home to promote 
sound legislation and defeat unsound legislation. 


The pressures of inflationary spending programs 
have been growing. The demagogs and the con 
men have been promising a Santa Claus government. 
The egghead Americans for Democratic Action and 
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COPE, the political arm of the AFL-CIO, are Saturday, January 6 and 7. Plan to attend. Fea. 
working for the creation of a centralized all-powerful $75. For additional members of the same f 
Federal Government, the blueprint for socialism. $45. Fee for attendance at all sessions includes the 

two lunches and the two dinners (Friday and Satyr. 


HUMAN EVENTS aims to rally together in Wash-  44Y)- Hotel accommodations and breakfasts, extra, 
ington those who believe in limited constitutional Rooms at the Willard Hotel are priced at: Singles, 
government, states’ rights, private enterprise and $10 and up, Doubles, $17 and up. 
SSmTEENT Eopenern. This Conference comes as the Convention Season 
is beginning in Washington. First come, first served, 
On your calendar, mark those dates, Friday and MAIL YOUR RESERVATION IMMEDIATELY, Vel. XVI 


ane bi ; 
HUMAN EVENTS 410 First Street, S. E. Washington 3, D. C. Ms 


1 wish to make my reservation for the HUMAN EVENTS POLITICAL ACTION CONFERENCE to be 
held on January 6 and 7 at the Willard Hotel in Washington, D. C., at the specified fee of $75 
for myself, and $45 for each additional member of my family. Fee for attendance at all sessions 
includes the two lunches and the two dinners (Friday and Saturday). Hotel accommodations and 
breakfasts, extra. Rooms at the Willard Hotel are priced at: Singles, $10 and up, Doubles, $17 and up. 





1 UNDERSTAND THAT FEE WILL BE RETURNED IN FULL IF FOR ANY REASON I CANNOT ATTEND Fe 
THE CONFERENCE. 


(number) ---- @ $75 each $--_- 
(number) ---. @ $45 each $.--- 


Check enclosed for TOTAL $.-_-- i - pally yo 


Senator from Arizona 





Strom THURMOND Furtton Lewis, Jr. Wa ter H. Jupp 
Senator from South Carolina , p Mutual Broadcasting System Representative from Minnesota 








Evcar W. HigstanD ~ Wittarp Epwarps Forrest Davis H. R. Gross 
Representative from California Chicago Tribune Cincinnati. Enquirer Representative from lows 








Aucust E. JoHANsEN Harotp R. CoLiier WILuiaM JENNINGS BRYAN DORN 
from Michigan Representative from Illinois Representative from South C 
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is necessary not to change. 





Conservatism: If it is not necessary to change, it 
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HEW Denies Children 


Have Duty to Parents 


_ By Raymond Moley 


An indeterminate number of conservative voters 
denied their support of Nixon because of his reputed 
closeness to Secretary Flemming. of the Department 


of Health, Education and Welfare. This was because 


the Secretary’s indiscriminate employment and 
ipport of many individuals in the Office of Edu- 
¢ation and the Social Security Administration, with 
‘extremely radical and visionary notions about the 
meaning of welfare and the government’s responsi- 
bility for obligations hitherto regarded as. strictly 
within the province of the individual and the local 
community. 


_ Proof of this secretarial naivete has now appeared 
in a booklet published by the Social Security Admini- 


‘stration entitled, “Filial Responsibility in the Mod- . 


ern American family.” . It sells for 25 cents, and for 
that small sum children may get the latest fancy 
: feasons why they owe nothing to their parents. 


E: publication holds the thesis that 35 states 
lave been wrong in requiring children, able to do 
80, to contribute to the support of their ieee 
ae 


_ The ideal of legislation is that it should embody 
Mthe moral law generally regarded as binding on 
all civilized individuals. The legislation in those 35 

tates, it would seem, embodies one of the first 
Principles | of human life—the. principle that the 
Hamily is the basic unit of civilization. 


| The booklet just issued was prépared by one 
Alvin L. Schorr, a “family life specialist” in the 
‘Be ial Security Administration. His argument, 


Which is buttressed by many of the writings of. 


“do-gooders’” in the vague fields of sociology, geri- 
Atrics, and social. welfare, agrees in principle with 
ithe report of a Senate subcommittee which declared 


substance that, because so many parents now live 


) an advanced age, they cannot be expected to re- 
in “a part of their younger relatives’ family.” 


i) This shocking conclusion, stated plainly, is that. 


he older and more needy a parent, the less his 

hildren should regard him or her as a relative. 
@ have had to read and reread this utter. perversion 

f morality to believe that it was a responsible gov- 

mment which had issued it. And now comes Mr. 
®ehorr, echoing the idea. 








THE ORNERIEST CRITTER IN THE WHOLE RODEO 








| selected columns from his writings in Our Sunday 
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~ It should be said that when the Senate subcom- ‘ 
mittee made its report Senators Dirksen and Gold- 
water vehemently denounced it. | 


Sociological bureaucrats such as Schorr point out 
that it is not always easy to enforce through legis- 
lation the filial obligation upon children who refuse 
to assume it. Therefore, they believe it to be the 


easiést way to forget all about moral obligations 


and. to tap what they conceive to be the illimitable 


revenues of the Federal government. 


In this column I have on more than one occasion B 


made the point that while the direct support of aged 


‘and needy parents may be difficult for children, it 


would be quite possible to provide a tax deduction ; | 
for those who purchased health insurance for their . 
parents. This would be one of several steps ignored 


in both the Kennedy: proposals. and the bill,. now 


law, which was sponsored by the Administration in’ — 
the last session of Congress. It would make the _ .- 
burden less for children growing up. with families 
of their own, but still remind them of. their moral 
obligation. 





Father Richard Ginder’s new , book, Bint or 
Wrong, Series II, is off the press. It consists of 


Visitor, Huntington, Indiana, which: published 4 
nls ee 
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US Civilians Abroad 


By Westbrook Pegler 


Not a moment too soon, President Eisenhower 
discovered that the cost of supporting families of 
American soldiers and civilian “attaches” abroad is 
a burden on the taxpayers which must be reduced. 
The return of the women and children of the army, 
including mothers-in-law with broken hips, will 
shake the large overseas military society which has 
been gradually established since VE Day. Most of 
these people are in West Germany and they always 
have been a military hazard. The social task of 
the army in separating them from the force will 
be far beyond the professional education of occi- 
dental military men. The Chinese temperament 
lends itself to easier solutions, for their useful adult 
females can slit throats and it is their ancient 
custom to throw surplus babies in rivers. 


There is no sense in trying to be gruff and old- 
army about this. The service people were en- 
couraged to regard themselves as wards, deserving 
support like reservation Indians, under a complex 
and ever-changing scheme of fringe benefits. This 
deprived them of some of their normal independence 
and they may now be compared to Puerto Ricans 
on relief in New York. 


The civilians of the various “Administrations,” 
both the husbands and their dependents, will be dis- 
heartened, too. But they are, after all, bureaucrats 
with the civil service mentality. Thus they will 
tot up their accrued home leave, sick leave, days 
off, overtime and severance to formidable sums. 


It was a great mistake by the army to create 
this colony of camp followers. Single men in 
barracks don’t grow into plaster saints, but do- 
mesticity was not the only alternative. We had 
bachelor services below the grade of sergeant on 
foreign stations many times before 1947, but now 
we impose effeminating distractions on an army 
which professed to be battle-ready in the field. 
There were 50,000 of these encumbrances ten years 
ago, all potential hostages and a hindrance in case 
of war. 


The civilians’ story is different. After VE Day 
the Washington squanderbund absorbed all the ex- 
reporters in the country for propaganda service 
abroad, augmenting thousands of inveterate hangers- 
on of the New Deal labyrinth. Their numbers and 
uselessness appalled observers from home arriving 
at the Rhine. Intelligent Germans recoiled from 
the manners, arrogance and extravagance of most 
of this non-military American invasion. 


The PX system soon became a racket. Our people, 
including many civilians in private hire and even 
assigned newspaper correspondents, got quarters, 
food, gasoline, cigarettes, cameras, furniture and 
even the services of beauticians and barbers for a 
little more than a fourth of the normal retail prices. 
Black markets boomed. It was, so to speak, built-in. 
There was no other way to buy things. 


DECEMBER 15, 1960 


Shep Stone, a distinguished junior editor of the 
New York Times, became a deputy to John McCloy, 
the high commissioner, known as the hicogalorum, 
who had a mansion in Bonn seized from a vanished 
Heinie, doubtless a Nazi beast. Stone was allotted 
eight German civilians as servants but insisted that 
he requisitioned only six and returned full measure 
by teaching them “democracy.” 


No newspaperman ever lived as high on the hog, 


The Times had unofficial status as a private State 
Department. When Arthur Sulzberger, the owner 
and publisher, paid a visit to Bonn after the West 
German nation had been set up, he gave a reception 
for the new government. One of the other journal- 
ists impudently proposed that he convene a cabinet 
meeting. 


Mr. Stone later bowed out and quietly reappeared 
in the Ford Foundation in California. 


The State Department established the post of 
labor attache in each of our many embassies. They 
ali had lavish prerequisites. Many of than were 
Communists. But when Spencer Miller, a new 
Assistant Secretary of State appointed by Eisen- 
hower, tried to fire them, he was fired himself. Ever 
since then, this phase has been dominated by Dave 
Dubinsky and his own Secretary of State, Jay Love- 
stone, himself a onetime Red who claims, however, 
to have recanted. We also set up attaches for 
“culture” all over the world, many of them adher- 
ents of Eleanor Roosevelt; with the pay and perquis- 
ites of the labor attaches these foibles still exist at 
great expense. 


The American Government built a compound to 
house the non-military employees and dependents 
at Bonn which the Germans promptly called the 
Golden Ghetto. The Germans were kept at bay and 
their children were barred from the American 
super-market shops where American kids taunted 
them charmingly with candy, ice cream and double 


decker sandwiches. 


The Bonn Government may take secret pleasure 
in refusing to contribute toward the redemption of 
an internal American debt thus incurred. 





Something Went Wrong 


Memorable facts? Do you remember what the 
network commentators were saying at 11 p.m. 
election night? Kennedy’s lead was then more 


proportion had remained constant at 52-48. The} 









52-48 ratio had held, Kennedy’s plurality would 
be nearly 3 million—instead of 150,000—as at} 
the moment this is written. 












than 2 million popular votes; from 7:30 on, the} 


commentators predicted that the percentage would] 
hold to the end. The electronic machine said} 
the odds were about 335 to 1 on Kennedy. If the}: 
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On Second Thought... 


Whenever we discuss the prospects of democ- 
racy in one of the new nations of Africa or Asia, 
we analyze the rate of economic growth, the 

he Fficiency of the civil service, the loyalty of the 
Y; Bormed forces, the number of schools per 10,000 
Mm, §children, etc. We never inquire whether the 
ed people display those particular dispositions of 
ed #mind and character that make popular govern- 
iat Hment workable. 

ire —IRVING KRISTOL 

In the British magazine Encounter. 


* |Pioneers Had No ‘Goals’ 


ier From the Wall Street Journal 


est | If there’s one thing that Thomas Jefferson and 

ion #ilexander Hamilton had in common—and they 

al- Midn’t have everything in common when it came to 

net political philosophy—it was a peculiar disinterest 
in setting forth America’s national goals. 


req | Here they were, two key leaders of the emerging 
uation that was but the fringe of an undeveloped 
ontinent, and yet, out of ignorance or worse, they 















of fuiled to instruct the people on how the great, rich 
hey feritory to the west could be tamed and used. 
oa It is odd, when you think of it now, that historians 
en. pave been so generous to these two—and you can 
vel clude George Washington, John Adams, Benjamin 
ave franklin and many others. After all, this was the 
vee fite Eighteenth Century, the age of progress and 
yer. nlightenment, not the medieval era of political re- 
fo xtion and stagnation. 
1er- | So, without strong leadership, without adequate 
uis- Planning, without progressive minds in the fore, the 


t at Bittle nation was left to drift. And drift it did. 

Merchants and artisans, uninstructed by Washing- 
mn, went their muddled, profit-seeking way. And 
jioneers, unaware of national purpose and unsoothed 
by social security, piled themselves and their 
amilies into covered wagons and set out for the 
inknown. 


rted | Was that the way to make the most of the national 

ble- Ftheritance? Was that the way, bereft of a national 

Pals commission and dynamic planning, to meet 

e challenge of England and France and Spain, 

Sure Bhose European powers which dominated inter- 

n of Bational trade and controlled most of. the world’s 
iches ? 


~ |] How much better it would have been had the 
ederal Government determined who would trek 
yest to do what. How much better if the Govern- 
.m.| Ment had alerted the people to the mercantile 
ore} face, and provided the vigorous leadership the times 
the} #emanded. Obviously Americans striving as indi- 
The} Piduals could not hope to conquer 2,500 miles of 
uld| Wilderness, much less produce the articles of com- 
said| Merce that would make the US equal and more to 
the} Burope’s efficient systems. 
uld} | Perhaps it is time we rewrote our history books. 
, a | Perhaps it is time our forefathers were remembered 
for their failure to rally the people to the future’s 
allenge. 
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Chicago Vote Frauds 
Recall K.-C. Scandal 


From the Chicago Tribune 

The mysterious disappearance of records indi- 
cating fraud in the recent Chicago election recalls a 
similar incident on the night of May 27, 1947, when 
a safe was blown in the office of the Kansas City 
board of election commissioners. The safe blowers 
carried off the ballots that had been examined by 
the Jackson county grand jury in an investigation 
of election frauds. 


The frauds were committed a year earlier in the 
primary election at which Representative Roger 
Slaughter was defeated for renomination in the 5th 
Missouri congressional district. Slaughter had in- 
curred the displeasure of President Harry Truman, 
who ordered the Kansas City Democratic machine 
to support a little known candidate named Enos 
Axtell. 


An investigation by the Kansas City Star showed 
that Axtell’s victory was accomplished by wholesale 
frauds and in the following November he was 
defeated by a Republican, Albert L. Reeves, Jr., son 
of the federal judge who a few years earlier had 
sentenced many henchmen of the Pendergast politi- 
cal machine to prison for vote fraud conspiracy. 


Tom Clark, now a judge of the United States 
Supreme court, was then attorney general of the 
United States, in command of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation. But Clark was a pal of President 
Truman, and the Justice Department made only 
perfunctory gestures toward an_ investigation. 
The United States district attorney announced that 
evidence was insufficient to justify action by the 
federal grand jury. 


The Jackson county prosecuting attorney then put 
the county grand jury to work on the vote fraud 
charges. The jury indicted 71 persons and made a 
report charging that there had been a “deliberate, 
calculated, and premeditated plan to miscount the 
votes and otherwise steal the election.” 


The jury made its final report on May 27, after 
which the documentary evidence of fraud was re- 
turned to the office of the board of election com- 
missioners. That night the evidence was stolen. 


When the election machinery and the law enforce- 
ment agencies are in the hands of one political 
party, it is extremely difficult to press charges of 
election stealing against members of that party. 


Oh? 
From the Minneapolis Tribune 
Our vote for the most impolitic remark among 
generally gracious acceptance and concession 


speeches will have to go to Robert Kennedy, 
brother of the President-elect .... 


“Certainly the President will not debate some- 
one who wants to be President,” he told news- 
men [in answer to a question about 1964]. 
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Liberals Train Guns on Tee Goldwater 


From the Phoenix (Ariz. ). Gazette 


Senator Barry Goldwater, along with those who 


believe he possesses at least average human intelli- _ 


gence, will need a big reservoir of self control iin 
ensuing months. 


The nation’s pseudo-liberals are rallying: their 
clan for his political destruction. Their strategy 
is abundantly clear: to convince America that Gold- 
water is a relic of the sociological Stone Age. 


Time magazine has been working diligently on the - 


theme for many weeks. It seldom mentions: Gold- 
water without appending what it considers to be an 
uncomplimentary adjective—“ultraconservative” is 
the kindest of them. 


Even the more moderate Newsweek magazine 
recently described New York’s Governor Nelson 
Rockefeller merely as “liberal,” but in the same 
sentence called Goldwater ultraconservative and 
rich. Goldwater rich? Compared to Rockefeller? 


It remained for the Washington Post, however, 
to roll the anti-Goldwater theme into one sticky 
ball in an editorial November 20. 


The Washington Post is one of the Nation’s most 
powerful voices for “liberalism.” If Goldwater is 
“ultraconservative,” then the Washington Post is 
“ultra-liberal,” but without being as honest about its 
position as Goldwater is about his. 


For ourselves, we are content to leave off the 
“ultra” in both cases. Let it suffice to say the 
Washington Post is “liberal” and doesn’t like Gold- 
water’s conservatism. 


The way in which the dislike is expressed does 
the Washington Post no credit. 


The paper says: “. . . Senator Goldwater, for one, 
represents not conservatism .. . but radicalism of 
the right. His perfectly honest aim is not to con- 
serve present values, but to overturn what has been 
done; in domestic affairs he appears to want to 
return virtually to the Articles of the Confederation, 
and in foreign affairs he seemingly wishes to get 
tougher with the Soviet Union simultaneously with 
casting off the country’s alliances .. .” 


From this, one has no choice but to assume that 
the paper either has never listened to anything 
Senator Goldwater has said, or is not willing to 
present his actual position to its readers. 


Also, one must assume that the Washington Post’s 
unique definition of conservatism would make it a 
philosophy aimed at conserving socialism. 5 

It is hard to believe that even the most self- 
centered “liberals” have so closed their eyes and 





| COMMENTARY reprints available: single copy 
20c; 10 for $1; 25 for $2; 100 for $5; 500 for $20; 


1,000 for $30. Please order by date of desired 
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ears to the other side’s arguments that they can 
actually conceive Goldwater as the an 
Post describes him. 


Goldwater has voted in the United States. Sensh 
for sensible measures to expand social security, 
He has said of Federal activities, “There igs , 
difference between economically sound . gover. 
mentally sponsored projects and... Seine « 
programs of subsidies and giveaways . 


He has said, also, that the proper avenue to 
peace is, “To establish our principles, speak out 
for justice, and to speak firmly, to state that w 
will discuss and negotiate with anyone—but that m 
one will trample down the freedoms of America, tr 
the freedoms of America’s — with force ani 
might.” 


Further, on the same subject, he has said, “Th 
ultimate objective of American policy, is to heb 
establish a world in which there is the largest 
possible measure of freedom and justice and peat 
and material prosperity .. .” 


If there is no siinaeiied between the man Th 
Washington Post describes and the man Goldwater 
is, the fault is not in the record, for Goldwater 
record is clear to anyone, who wants to look at it, 





| Justice Douglas Urges © 





Red China Recognition 


-By Congressman H. R. Gross 


Try again, Mr. Douglas. Supreme Court Justid 
William O. Douglas, who insists that Red China 
admitted to the United Nations, is quoted in tt 
Waterloo, Iowa, Courier as saying “how can an ll 
law be kept outside the United Nations and yt 
disciplined by it?” ; 


Before he goes any further, Douglas, one of 
country’s most loquacious “liberals,” might tell 
how well the United Nations has been able ¥ 
discipline one of the world’s worst outlaws, Cot 
munist Russia, which has been inside the Us 
Nations for 15 years—ever since the ex-convi 
Alger Hiss, produced the charter for that orgs i 
tion. 


Surely, Douglas’ memory is not so short that 
has forgotten the massacres in Hungary and Pola 
and the war in Korea where 35,000 Americans ¢ 
and another 100,000 were wounded. Red Russia’ 
the main arsenal for all this bloody business, but! 
any effective disciplinary. action was taken by t 
United Nations it is not of record. : 


Try again, Mr. Douglas. You still haven’t mat 
case for the Chinese outlaws. 
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0. -« time this Christmas. 





You, too, can share in Santa’s good feeling—and do 
yourself a favor—by adding your friends to the © o 

; - ff thousands who will receive a Christmas Gift of 
! HUMAN EVENTS this year. 6 


Besides helping to keep America alert in these © 
perilous times, you can add a full year to your own 
subscription for only $9.50 in addition to your gifts. 
J +: If your total order is for $66.50 or more, (only 
usi™i seven one-year subscriptions) we will send you 
uné™| ~=©FREE an $18 Bound Volume—HUMAN EVENTs for 
in Wi =6-1960—as a gift for yourself! . 


nd y= What better way to make a friend happy through- 
out the exciting congressional year ahead than to 
give him HUMAN EVENTS? 


List the people to whom you would like to send 
HUMAN EVENTS below. Solve your Christmas prob- 
lem early this year. 





é 
CY” Even old Santa can't wait 


¢ to get the inside story behind the news from Washington. 

6 That’s why he’s so eager to deliver the Christmas Issue of 
Oo HUMAN EVENTS to the thousands of people all over 
America who will read HUMAN 
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CHRISTMAS GIFT SUBSCRIPTION RATES — 1960 





Two or more annual subscriptions, one of which may be your own, 
at $9.50 each; two or more 6-month subscriptions at $5.50 each; two or 


more 3-month subscriptions at $3.50 each. 


A gift card, in your name, will accompany the first issue of each 
Christmas subscription. ‘To make sure this card is properly inscribed, 
please indicate just how the inscription should read. 


A gift subscription order of $66.50 or more entitles you to a FREE bound 
volume of HUMAN EVENTS for 1960 with complete index (regular price, 
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Carle anias aatheusin eee iamiontos eeiweneee mist eniinniomm mere ee 
ale ace Tatas a alanine lenin in ealipnlacaneaal RS 
DE bite wenn ncedes eu Bene ..-- FW -«<---- Be cdvtintig eee mannmenie Zone ...- State ._----- 
ia: MWe, 0 6 Mo. 0 3 Mo. O 1 Yr. 0 6 Mo. 0 3 Mo. 
($9.50) ($5.50) ($3.50) ($9.50) ($5.50) ($3.50) 
Mail this to HUMAN EVENTS, 410 First Street, S. E. Washington 3, D. C. 
Page 642 HUMAN EVENTS 








Vol. XVII, 


— 


CABIN 
RUSK: 


AID: . 
ADLAI 
NY DE 


Inflatio 
past w 
Kennec 
the ide 
elect’s 
in cong 
records 
ment, < 
as a Dp 
“wild s 


Inde 
intent 
render 
Preside 
possible 
busines 
liberal ; 
qualifie 


* Go 
be Seer 
an inte 
state. 
welfare 
gesse ¢ 
more tl 
nor Jo 
1953-5 
most p 
the co 
valuabl 


¢ Th 
convince 
“social 


¢ Th 
hotorio 
To pres 
ative § 
accolad 
for De 
sheet— 


Copyright 





